Richard Calvert Haines
June 15, 1936 - March 18, 2019

Richard Calvert Haines was born in Salina, KS, 1st born of identical twin boys to Brook
Leroy Haines and Rowena Lucille Morley Haines in 1936. On Monday, March 18, 2019
Rich passed away peacefully and surrounded by loved ones at St. Ann's Hospital at the
age of 82. Rich was a loving husband to Verna (for over 55 years), caring father to Betsy
(Greg) and Christopher (Kristen), grandad to 6 (Amanda, Stephen, Ashley, Benjamin,
Alyssa, and Lauren).
You could always find Rich in a crowded room by his distinguished laugh and big smile.
You had to have a bear hug if meeting him at church or even being a guest in his home.
Rich found time to help people at church and with the Boy Scouts as a leader for many
years. He was awfully proud that three generations achieved Eagle Scout rank; himself,
his son and a grandson.
Rich graduated with his bachelor's degree from University of Kansas and enjoyed
watching the Jayhawks basketball team. He later went to Columbia University for his
master's degree in New York. That is also where he met his wonderful wife, Verna, a
nurse, in 1962. He was a CPA for his career, and he continued to help with budgets and
accounting at church offices even after 65. He continued his involvement and work with
Disciples of Christ Church working in the Ohio Regional office for the church up to the age
of 80. Keeping active in the church kept his energy up and his mind sharp.
Rich and his wife loved to travel, whether to visit his twin brother Ray (passed 2018) and
wife June in Oklahoma or to civil war areas like Gettysburg. He also went to Israel with
Verna to visit the holy lands which meant a lot to them both. He enjoyed nature and often
talked about a cruise they once took to Alaska.
He was passionate about Boy Scouts and earned Eagle rank as a young man and later
earned the Counsel Silver Beaver Award. He spent many weekends camping with his son,
Chris, while growing up and traveled to Virginia for National Jamboree and Philmont camp
in New Mexico among many adventures.

Rich contributed much time and spirit to his church. Many years at Broad Street Disciples
of Christ where he was an Elder, Treasurer, and sang in the choir. He developed many
lifelong friends there and always made an impact to help others. He more recently was
very involved at Karl Road Christian Church doing anything from serving as an Elder to
helping with the landscaping.
A celebration of life service will be held at Karl Road Christian Church, 5400 Karl Rd
Columbus, Oh 43229 on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at 10:30 with a reception to follow. He
will be laid to rest at Forest lawn Memorial Park.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks you give a donation in his honor to Karl Road Christian
Church 5400 Karl Rd. Columbus, Ohio 43229 or Camp Christian 10299 Maple Dell Rd.
Marysville, Ohio 43040.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - March 22 at 11:46 AM

“
“

“

I really e joyed this......thank you
Penny Sue - March 25 at 04:39 PM

Thank you Betsy == wonderful memories of all of you over the last 40 years! Blessings.
Sue - March 27 at 06:31 AM

We are sorry for your loss. We remember Rich fondly from Broad Street church. You
are in our thoughts and prayers. Dan and Tina Lindy

tina lindy - March 25 at 07:07 PM

“

Very sorry to here about Richards passing. He was one of the best bosses I ever
had. We both worked at Nationwise Auto parts several years. I who knew little about
accounting was able to write programs for the complete accounting systems with his
guidance. I benefited from that knowledge for the rest of my working life. I always
enjoyed seeing his huge brick landscaping projects during our lunch hours. He
always had a Jay Hawk figure on his desk I jokingly called a woodpecker. I was able
to speak with him about a year ago when I tracked down his phone number. Good to
hear from him. I always enjoyed the time we had together. He was a great mentor
that I always appreciated very much.

larry farus - March 25 at 05:14 PM

“

When I joined the Ohio Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation Commission, Rich was the
first member to welcome me with his big hug which he gave at any meeting we
attended. He was a special person and loved people. I will miss him and his warm
spirit.
Anne C. Sowell

Anne C. Sowell - March 25 at 03:17 PM

“

I am sad to hear of Rich's passing. He was a gentle and wise man. I met Rich and
Verna during my time at Broad Street CC. When I was privileged to fill their pulpit for
several months, he was a wonderful resource for me, and helped guide me in the
ways of the church. I always hoped I would run into him whenever I was able to
attend a regional event or visit the regional office. Those bear-hugs were so loving
and supportive. My love and prayers to Verna and all the family.

Denny Whiteside - March 25 at 11:44 AM

“

I'm very sorry to hear of Rich's passing! I worked in a consulting capacity with his
twin Ray at his congregation in OKC....first time I walked into the Ohio Regional
office and saw Rich, I did quite a double take and asked him what he was doing in
Ohio. Both of them were great guys and solid churchmen.

Rev. Dr. Dick Hamm - March 25 at 10:17 AM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Calvert Haines.

March 22 at 07:41 PM

“

The Obert Family lit a candle in memory of Richard Calvert Haines

The Obert Family - March 22 at 07:22 PM

“

Verna, Betsy, Chris & family,
I'm so sorry to hear of Richard's passing. Sending love and hugs your way.
I love the photos! They are a testament of a life well lived. Even in short Boy Scout
shorts. You have lots of good memories to cherish.
My sympathies to you all.
Stephanie S. Smith

Stephanie Smith - March 22 at 05:48 PM

“

55 files added to the album LifeTributes

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - March 22 at 10:45 AM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Richard Calvert Haines.

March 21 at 06:03 PM

“

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased for the family of Richard Calvert
Haines.

March 21 at 05:48 PM

“

So very sorry to hear of Rich's passing. He was one of my most favorite people
growing up at Broad Street Christian Church, always there with a huge hug and a
great laugh. I know that he will be deeply missed by Verna, Betsy, Chris and all who
knew and loved him. Well done, good and faithful servant. Rest in peace!
Ellen

Ellen Moore Griffin - March 21 at 05:25 PM

“

We are so saddened of the loss of Rich. He was such a wonderful man and an
inspiration to all of us who knew him at Broad St Christian Church. We know you will
miss him.
The O'Reilly Family

Diana o'Reilly - March 21 at 12:39 PM

“

Richard was a force of nature. From that robust, joyful laugh to the wonderful bear
hugs, once you met Rich you never forgot him. Coming in as the new Pastor of Karl
Road Christian Church, I was immediately put at easy by his kindness and
generosity of spirit. He was a good friend to this new minister and spouse and an
example of the goodness of Jesus Christ to all.

Rev John Cox - March 21 at 12:26 PM

“

verna, my thoughts and prayers are with you and your family.
When construction at Karl Road Christian Church several years ago prevented us
from attending due to Ella Mae's allergies we attended Broad Street Christian. This
was our first encounter with Rich. I will forever remember that every Sunday he
greeted us with a wide smile and a warm welcome. We found him to be a kind,

unique individual and we loved him for it.
John Lindamood
John Lindamood - March 21 at 10:34 AM

“

During my 18 years in Columbus, Rich Haines was a constant presence. I was
privileged to be the pastor to Rich and his family when I served at Broad Street
Christian Church. Later when I was on the Disciples Regional staff, Rich came to be
the Assistant Treasurer and later the Treasurer for the Region. I will always
remember Rich as a man of deep faith in God, deep devotion to his family, and deep
commitment to his work. His booming voice and deep laugh let know that he was in
the room. His great hugs let you know that he cared about you. And his prayers
reminded us all of his love for the One in whom he now rests eternally. Well done,
good and faithful servant.
LaTaunya M. Bynum
Regional Minister
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Northern California-Nevada

LaTaunya Bynum - March 21 at 02:13 AM

“

Lori Merriam purchased the Arrive in Style for the family of Richard Calvert Haines.

Lori Merriam - March 20 at 10:29 PM

“

Many times when I was in High School, Dad would either show up for cross-country
or track meets and cheer and support not only myself but the other Walnut Ridge
athletes. My friends from the team remember seeing his smiling face at the finish line
even if someone finished in the back of the pack. Glad one of my best friends (Tim
Weber) mentioned my Dad never missing sports events. My Dad even got to see his
grandkids at wrestling and cross-country events. Now I know this meant the world to
more than just me. I know your still cheering from Heaven. Love you always, Chris
PS. Found a great pick of my Dad, Mom, Uncle Ray, Aunt June

Chris Haines - March 20 at 09:51 PM

