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Robert Lyof Robbins passed away unexpectedly after a short illness on November 15,
2019. His final hours were spent enveloped in love, resting comfortably, without discomfort
of any kind. He had achieved an amazing 101 years of age.
Bob enjoyed telling people he was born on July 28, 1918, in Brazil, he would pause for
comic effect, before adding, with a twinkle in his eye “...Indiana, that is.”
Bob’s parents Lyof T. and Vera L. Robbins worked in retail business in Indiana before
transferring to the Woolworth’s in Cleveland, Ohio. Sister Patricia joined the family soon
thereafter. Lyof Robbins was successful in the Woolworths organization and was soon
promoted to Columbus in 1922. Things were going well until The Great Depression hit.
Woolworth laid off Elder Robbins so he ventured out to create Robbins Variety Store
selling sundries, souvenirs, school supplies. “We carried all the little things everybody
needs”, Bob would recall. These stores were thriving hubs of commerce and gave the
family a good living, so they moved to Upper Arlington. Bob had fond memories of hearing
the clanging of the trolley car bells; the tracks just a few blocks from their home.
Although he had some growing pains in Upper Arlington, he thrived at military school in
Gainesville, Georgia. The order and regiment were just what he needed, and he excelled
academically and socially. He was commissioned to Officers Training School but was
passed over due to his small stature. He was heartbroken but he continued his education
at Cornell and received his bachelor’s degree there instead.
After graduating from Cornell, Bob returned home to work in the family business for the
next 22 years, continuing on after the death of his parents. Bob was a scholar at heart, so
he sold the three remaining stores and earned his Juris Doctorate from Franklin University
along with an honorary degree from Capital University. Bob settled into a 32-year tenure
with the Ohio Industrial Commission and was a proud member of the Ohio Bar Association
for sixty-six years. Bob would earn numerous accolades and awards throughout his
career. He liked to point out that his top corner suite office at the government building on
High Street and Spring stood directly over the site of the first apartment is family occupied
when they arrived in Columbus back in 1922.

Bob was a devoted sibling and traveled extensively with sister Patricia. He was a man of
faith and Sunday school was a weekly event. There he made the acquaintance of a young
lady Mary Barrick and they were soon engaged. July 23, 1966 was a day Bob would never
forget. Bob joked that if he ever forgot the date, it was etched inside his wedding ring.
They enjoyed thirty-five years of wedded bliss. Numerous cocker spaniels over the years
were lucky enough to be called their furry children. Bob was devoted to Mary and did not
hesitate to retire when she became ill to devote all his time to her care until she passed on
February 13, 2001. Patricia, Bob’s sister passed unexpectedly in 2002.
Bob requested that his story be told very matter of fact. He often expressed that he did not
do anything important with his life, but he was committed to his philanthropic interests
throughout his life. Bob was also a stately genteel gentleman, an apt historian with
incredible recall of local events; a product of a different age. Sometimes confounded, but
always interested in learning the newest technology. Although a self-confessed Luddite;
he learned to ask “Hey Siri” for help with phone calls. Bob loved his routine which included
regular stops at his favorite restaurants, T.A.T. Ristorante, Panera, the Lobster, and The
Grill. Each day a certain stop at a certain time. If Bob, or Mr. Bob as they would
affectionately call him, was not there, a call went out to make sure all was well and that he
was okay. Elaina and Amanda saw him once, even twice, weekly at the restaurant and
became treasured friends. And when driving became an issue, Joetta and Arielle and
Becky were always there when he needed them.
While Bob survived his immediate family, he was also blessed with his chosen family
throughout the remainder of his life. These were folks who had the honor of the
opportunity to step in and fill those spaces when family is needed. Neighbors who would
step up and say “I will” when his hand reached out. He so enjoyed numerous outings with
Miss Ruth, Terrence, Ed and Ruth who helped celebrate all the special occasions, as they
should be, with folks who love and adore you. When Bob got sick, he said his one fear
was he did not want to die alone. The love of his chosen family surrounded him every
minute throughout his illness and in his final moments in this world. Bob will be well
remembered by those who knew him as a man with gentle spirit, genuine kindness, and
the gracious, yet classy style, of a man of a different era. He was a quick sharp wit, with
interests spanning the universe and his infectious smile was the highlight of any occasion.
Friends may call at the WOODYARD EAST CHAPEL, 2300 E. Livingston Ave., on
Sunday, December 1, 2019, from 12:00pm-2:00pm and funeral service to follow. Burial will
be at Green Lawn Cemetery on Monday at 2:30pm. Pastor Jim Blankenship officiating.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that you make a donation to your favorite local animal
rescue, as Bob was an avid animal lover and advocate.
God Bless all who remember this special treasure, this gentle centurion, this giant of a
man.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - November 27, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Arielle Fouts - November 29, 2019 at 08:38 PM

“

92 files added to the album LifeTributes

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - November 29, 2019 at 07:47 PM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Amy Wiens - November 29, 2019 at 05:49 PM

“

6 files added to the album LifeTributes

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - November 29, 2019 at 04:07 PM

“

Our condolences to to his beloved friend Amy and those who loved and cared for this
wonderful man. Memories of their special friend will live in their hearts forever .
Much love, Lindley and Michael Ralph

Lindley Ralph - November 28, 2019 at 02:01 PM

“

Thank you Lindsey! You are so kind! Bob lived such a full and beautiful life. I hope in a
small way I have shared some of is amazing facets!
Amy Wiens - November 29, 2019 at 03:49 PM

“

“

My Lindley apologies it auto corrected your name! So sorry!
Amy Wiens - November 29, 2019 at 05:39 PM

Warm condolences to Amy and all his family who loved and cared for him. He will be
missed.

Vernabelle Stayrook - November 28, 2019 at 09:10 AM

“

Thank you Vernabelle! Very kind of you. The vastness of the void he leaves is not yet
known. Fond memories of his world and antics will be a good start filling that emptiness !
He was a blessing to all who knew him!
Amy Wiens - November 29, 2019 at 03:53 PM

“

108 files added to the album LifeTributes

The O. R. Woodyard Funeral Home - November 27, 2019 at 03:50 PM

